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Friendly Reader, 5 
Have bere made mention of the Good Cauſe andWay of 
God in plain words, (according to the knowleage of bu 

Son re vealeiſ in me) with much love $0. all men; that 
they miglu with their eyes ſees, and with their ears hear, the 
voice of the beloved San of God ; be converted, healed, and 
live wnto bim in righteouſneſs and true kolineſt, Andlif 
tho be milling to know this one way for thine own ſoul, 

(with the true ſlate thereof) tarn in thy mind to the pure 

light of the Lord Jeſu, to che word that 1s nerr thee, in thy 

meath and in thine heart; cammune there , and be ſtill to 
obey it, that thou maiſt know thine own Teacher, learn there 
own Leſſor, feel and findbow thy ſoul proſpereth and tra- 
velleth ix iti journey towards the: boly Land of beauenty 
| Love, avdbleſſed xen; to enter therein y and ceaſe from 


thy.own werks, as Goddidfrombu. Bo A ets ſud 
An tha prepared, read ox coufpuerately with deep ſaa-. 
veſt, great dread, bre and meachmeſs, that thou maj. feel 
te love aui fa vour therein, C nat to get wir 0 and theretj 
| &ceive thy foul). aud ever miu the preſet in thy. 
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5 commendable 5 ful in thy mausging of earthly 
_ And 177 % the a fre, 47 23 God 
manifeſted in Chriſt (that bave long neg- = 
ledted his love) that the poor, eie Ceo lame, and 427 
willing, watchful, and wear 8 $::(thuttrulydove him iu 
his leaſt and loweſt ae, might copne'to bim; and in 
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witneſsing bis good old Cauſe bs didrighteous 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, $, the Prophets, 
Chriſt Jeſus bimſelf , and big Difciples) oligo nd - 
thers) dia, and ſtill do, to obey herds oh 

love in their ſouls, and feelings of bi rac be e fe - 
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8 The Croſs in all. 
Tenderneſs 


The One Good Way of Gov, 
Contrary to the many different Ways of 


Men' 8 Making. 


Intend pop hoy to ſay mach (though ſomething may be cx- 
pected) of the Manner how , Matter wheteof, or Time when 
te Lord God formed the firſt Man Adam, and breathed into 
_ him the breath vf life, whereby he became a living ſoul ; or 
ho on ng he abode in that innocent life, of obedience, accor- 
ding to the abilities thereby given him, ro converſe wich God, 
and give names to che other dy ny according to their na- 
cares 3 how God made him a meet helper; how the Devil (aca C:beil 
Serpent) prevailed wich tho woman, and bath with Adam to learn and 
ſtrive to N ent, and Kilful ro reign, and rule over the Love 
and meekneſs o 5 Sand by 5 to look out (with a Iuſtful minde) 
after what was forbidden him, and to rake content in the viſible: things 
of chis Earth Creation, and Nerve s and coverous thereof where - 
in the devils Kingdoni canfiſts) for which the ſ 
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. ſo ae the bare preſence of che holy 
Sorin al judge ochers that are ſcaled: with the, Spuic of 
FEI ſed godmadecodri iro that one Spirit which judgeth 
oke parrakers of the divine nature of zhe inime 
Have you neyer read hoy the Lor ords:praiſe is perfe- 
debt bis babes and ſucklings? and red le doth 
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VII. In che next plare ; truely 8 one ge Jeſas Chrift 
come in the ficſh, as the new and living my ro the Father, the Eng- 


nuel, (God with us) making the atonentent by che blood of his Crafs, ro 
have all things ſubject unto him, his ſervants in him, and he in them 
Vhich is the myſteric ad, prom ineſs, hid fi om — — 
until the fu af time, and then manieſted in the fleſh , : juſtified in the 
A believed bop i. ibe o, Id, and received up into gloi); wich none of 
wiſe men of this world ever knæw, ot can know by ll dir Learned 
skill of ee wiſdom ; nor any fee char lives after the fleſh, or ſatiſ- 


fieth hi ——— ; A talking of him, or con- 
—— e I choſe thar-yain- 
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he that rruely fees and knows this ; and is 

1 and knows fomewhar of the reaſdn- 

ale oh, beer ve ings of it; and the more he becomes ac- 
e (in chn manner) the better he ſeeth and knoweth - 
bimſele, — alſo 3 and the more meek, humble, lowly, loving, 
rendet enare wilt be be tewards all men and creatures. 

| and — an - the heavenly and excellent 

in love with himſelf, and ſelfiſn 


It nor, (as it now 
axed nature 3 and therefore the 
hol * the ſervice 


| ET er 


- : 9 
. orance) = 
; ly revealed and ſpoken i 
that ſoul hea reth and obeyerh wich good —— true j in Him I 
lone; and fo Þ hs. ſear are wh bis ſaings 3 but not - the blind 
workly For the ignorant foul is ſe aver-laid with worldly love, chat ir 
is all common 8s che High-; ſo that gyery ftirring of the ficſh and 
the. Devil fiabech inv it, 1 and paſſeth 5 fre ic 
PO nee controule ;/ and fo if any gov — 
wither 
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. to xeceivo ten 
fu fil its luſts, and be —.— ee S 
this ſtrait gate to che knowledge of irs ſelf, in * 
by the ignorance of moſt, an r 
for moſt men that would finde entrance, and know | 
of rurdijng in, into the light of Chrift) turn their 
nations inco their bodies, to ſeek for their ſoula, and feel themy i: 
choagh they were hid ag theig-hearrs, ns cheinhearcs are ho 
hid within their bod * if a man ſhould cover oknowhs: 
and that neverſs cameſt , 32 for ir in chat manner in ke body, 
find it in its —— — he ſcekech cm fel 
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. wiſdom, — ſenſual part, ro ſee: 
it ſelf in bl ls , the 5 U „Truth and Life; che —— Path 
herein the men of God ever walked co pleaſe him im iligent la- 


bout and travel of mind, and ſufferings of the outward man wer 
| e of } joy, and fpiriza] OO: Ene | 2 
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In eyery Fans work and empl⸗yment, mans vill, icke seni 
and earthly affections, are te be let behind, as Abnabam left his ſer- 
vants when, he Went to offer his Son Iſaac for a: bumtroffering ca the 
Lord ; and a | as Moſes raning near ta Cod put uff his ſhoes 53 * 
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ne venly y, freely ten- 
Fand W ears Ene to move 
denen. Lelread, and cruc fear of God, that by eng 
q come do a knowledge of — : 3 e 
2» but particularly received by . 
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abet of his heart, and ſhape to himſelf any ourward form, 
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* ngs; e e > 
directly agait Ut though they might be right and acceptable in thoſe 
that were led chere ro by the Spirit of God. 2285 pF e e 


— — 


In chis general calling of ſouls employment , nothing is rightly done 


bar in watching and prayer; nor any true watch kept, or prayer pre- 
ſemed, but in the light; and with a ſpiritual underſtanding; herein 


vertue, wiſdom and ſtrength comes to be received and rightly employ- 
ed : but this conſiſts not in learning to ſay words, or know how _ 
parts prayer hath, ot how to word ir wiſcly for the drawing of others af- 


fections, and ſo to make long prayers for pretence, or as is be heard for nuch 


* 7 de Pl the way that mans wiſdom teacheth of bodily exerciſe, (as did 
the 


iſees, whereof Chriſt warned his Diſciples wing up them- 


{elves in their own trengrirfor the applauſe of men, that they may be 
repured able Chriſtians, of excellent parts, full of knowledge „better 
then achers, & c. By which nieans many are themſelves deceived, by 
thinking they have the grace of Chriſt, and ſpticaaVcnowledge pn 
thereupon. do ſq worſhip and pleaſe themſelves in their hearts, as they 


were the onely-men to pray, praiſe, and give thanks rs God for, wich, and 


above others „ while all is but with their lips, vain word and bodily 
wits, wherewich they agely diſhononr God, and defile themſelves ind 
others, (that fo joyn G ick chem in words before their hearts ahd fouls 
are therein 2 ny the thanks, praiſe: and worſhip from Cod 
tothemſelves: like the Phariſces that would: preſently be thanking God 
in words, and judging others, without the fear of God, faith in him, 
or any true love in feeling or affections, or deſites; roknow the ir own 
hearts, and the iniquities thereof; much leſs that God ct others) ſnou ld 


no them or they tho ir duties ro him. But theſe forward minds 


are far from any ſure ſaveuix of delight, or being in Gdd'; and therefore 
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Thiwſelf'p ed in the mountain, in * the garden, in the deſart, alone 
frym Ris 1 iſciplegnndrequired chem to watch and fray And alſo ap- 
pointed joynt pray ing, and ſaid , Where two of vou ſhall agree upon 
any thing to ask, ic ſhall he granted of my Father which is in heaven: 

: but (ſaid he) wſe no 1 — . 3 Hi- 
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ward naming of chere in all this > (hich is a work chat the 
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| hid vain into their mouths, — o0 re 

HOLES: his Nature oor his Name; and nm ſo many (under 
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his Spirit, with che naked, bare, and free from 
e ly vg . as altered fram fleſhlz Iikings 
ions anal ve, fweerneſs and delight in bis divine pre- 
r freely given And felt, as a flamung 

e Chriſt, (che mighry power, love and wiſdom 
of God) by the heavenly touch of ſpiritual love, which is neither bo- 
dily , nor can be badily felt; onely the ſoul that is wholly devoted to 
God may and doch feel it, but not with any bodily wit, viſ. 
becauſe ir isnt fele bur in che ſpiritual deſire of the ſou 
led n from all I 


ric, 


afible things of 
underſtanding are 
Lord Jeſus; wherein 
ing bim, as his names are written in a Bock, or on a 
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Fs nec 


„and by 
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or skill. 
I that is clean 
Reduſneſs ; and there ic 
| eſt in prayer and obedi- 
ſoul, and ta viſhetli ir more and more with 
athered in 


72 an 1 
| ( onely by his fir) 
(bike an eccho of mans voyce to his friend) which 
nach alone, (as Chriſts alſo was ) free from all letz and interrupti- | 
ons, and is the gift of rhetroly Ghoſt , and laſterh not very lon 
time, (in che fer v of it) for chat it is laborĩous to the 
very — the paſſion of love therein felt, truely taſtad, and 
— ſaveured, ( not mach unlike tliat of Moſes when he opened not 
his lips, r Hammah when ſhe did hut move her lips) which breakerh 
| with ſo grear force, as char 
Rete by, while the ſaul is woun- 
ded with the ſord of love, and thereby overtomes and obtains the re- 
x»; in ſome ſenſe as. Jacob did; but the body then ſeems to fall 
„ andmaynes bear it becauſe the working is of ſo great force, 
dhe che maſt vcious amd fleſhly man on earth, ( fo touched 
b 5 und ſad therewith for the time, and loath all his luſts 
moſt delighted in before-; as 
was made as burning fire on 
15 


prayer 


KA 
ugh 


would be 
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his heart ; and chis iy boly. hoſt and fire, eventht love of God in 
man, burning and waſting all other lovgs and lings in mans ſoul „ as 
a lire ticking in the bones, and filling all the powers of the ſoul wih 
race and glotious ſweetneHs , as marrow fills; che: bonc ; and yet mot 
8: out che wits, but within rhen1 3 ſo full of might and power, (-where 
N workerh within ): that it ſmitech down ingo, and through all; and 
throws down the body into quaking and trembling ,+for chat it is fo far 
unlike, and contrary to the body, that the body cannot skill of it, nor 
bear it: as was in Ike manner witneſſed in Moſes ," David, Habassek, 


V 
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and others, and alſo in ſome of my dear friends that are living wixnęſſes 
thereof; (jet in the fleſh) ogy our Lord Jefus woderaredh inland 
tempere ch it into a ſoft and ſober ſweetneſs, (by abat ing the fervour and 
motion im time convenient) and adminiſtrerh lite and peace as the foul 
becomes capable of ir. So that the hely Spiric tcacheth: for hat 
and how to pray, watch , meditate and move to pleaſe, God witheur-any 
mans teaching; and ſ@ our prayer is continual, without ceaſing, and 
moſt and beſt alone in the heart chat. is made pute and clean by iche - 
arion bf che holy Spirits, That teachech to do all things, and liveever 
in the love and ſeep preſence of God, without any great letting of luſts, 
| render or other tentations, as the ſoul hecomes clean and purely de vo-, 
ted to him. 175 | - 8 e Tos 


We real in holy Scriptures of the womans: loſt Groat, the. pearl 
Nancdtre ſute hid id Adele, Eluag all,, bing, cc. | which/ der- 
. tainÿ ee of, ſame importagce to man q becaufe ſo ſighiſi- 
5 cantly reſt by Jeſus, e 8 woken and mans ſoul z as of lighr- 
ö ing a candle, ſweeping, ſearching, finding, re joycing, digging. deep, 
ſelling all, other kn, Ae ee 3 pe h fe . oils 
m ich to have this Candle lightcd > whereby mans'fout may ſee this 

rreafure in irs ſelf, and know the, value of it; whetet en rope 
=. duced ro ſell all for ic; which. may not be until it be chat it is 
* foſt, and where, is in, the inner part of mans own-houſe : fori as 
þ Jeſus Chriſt was loſt ig. mans ſoul , 25 there he is to be found 
what was loſt there by Adam, is to be found there in Chriſt Je- 

ſus , che pure pearl, of high price > and primitive perfection: but he 

may net be there found in naming; of: him by any his outward names, 

nor as by faining his name ,.. orany power in mans heart, by! the la- 
bourof his minde, or. Nudyng that name. never ſbi ſtrongly or car - 
neſtly ; for in this manner do thaſe chat are far out of the way: Mink ee 

finde him, and by Tekin miſs of him, as neither knowing 

his Voyce, Name nor Nature ;: ot taſte any ſavour of him, cr 

ſee comelineſs in him to deſite him; but live without , as ſtrangers to 
him, (even vithaut GO. D in the world z ): but he -thav vemes to 
\ have an inward. ſight of a little of thar-ſpititual fairneſs ghid-dignt- 
ty which” che reafunable ſoul had of and in God at firſt, ( thut 27 
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loſt in Addw.J and is to be had again by grace in Chriſt Jeſus , as 
it ſhall be enlighened to ſee him ſpiritually, an4 ſhall nor hide that 
light (as under a buſhel) by over-laying ir with earthly buſineſs or af - 
feoeh, but ſhall love it above all earthly things, even as the ſoul is 
ſwept with, the fear of God, waſht with rears within , c&c. and ſo the 
2 — the pearls the Kingdom of heaven, (chat Chriſt faid is within) the 

Rage of heavenly love is found and iepoſſeſſed in mans ſoul; for ic 
is not beak 
day onely 


ly found as many uſually ſuppoſe ; nor is it a work of one 
ly; but attained by much waiting in the light, ſweeping, ſcar- 
ching, Matching, praying, and ſilent mourning before the Lord; and 
as the heart and conſcience becomes puriſied, chen he ſhall finde that 
homely and peaceable preſence of Feſus Chriſt (the pearl of great price 
in the gllamering ſlia jo of pure ſhining brighrneſs in his ſoul. ; 
But though Jeſus Chriſt is ſo hid in the ſoul ,- yer na man is any whit 
che better thereby chat doth not there finde him , and feel his operations 
ſpiritually, but remains (as it is written) a reprobate, whatſoever he 
— —ñ And a great mercy it is to man that this Jewel 
was loſt here it may be found again by the light in the ſearching and 
watchfulſayl , where Jefus Chriſt full oft calletk and knocketh by his 
privy voice; ſtirring, reproving, and inviring the ſoul to a diligent , 
lcarch, and withal ro abandon other lovers, vanities and entangle - 
ments that hinder the hearing of his voice; for (as it is ſaid) this 
daughter muft conſider and forget her own people, and her fathers houſe, 
(of worldly thoughts, loves, cares and fears) which hinder the ſoul that 
it can neither ſee hint, nor hear him; and therefore all troubleſome 
thoughts, reſtleſs noiſe and imaginations are ro be put away, as Hagar 
the bond-woman, that may not be heir with the ſon of the free woman; 
for while the ſoul is in che bondage of corrupt ion, there is nothing with- 
in but black clouds, and ſpiritual blindneſs , with fleſhly thoughts and 
deſires , crying againſt it in the dark conſcience : but as the inner 
2 whos the ſoul is opened in the light which is of Jeſus Chriſt, (in 
whom dwells all the fulnefs of the Godhead bolily ) there js that pure 
ſight and ſweet love of endlcfs vertue and bleſſed reſt , whichis found 
within the ſoul by the great and burning deſires for him, whereby all 
other loves and lovers are caſt out, and not ſuffered to reſt in the heart; 
which is a right ſceking for him, this hid Treaſure. And 
as &his ſtirring and waiting in the light waxeth firm , ſtable and un- 
moveable, , it will be holpen and comforted by inward and ſriritual 
frength of love and ſweet ſavour in the foul , with light of continu - 
al {pry ing faithfulneſs, and aſſured knowledge of him, and the powers 
df of eughts onely upon him, and freed from every other affecti- 
on, to ſeſt in che ſweer anointing, which is the ſhadow and taſte of 
Jeſus: Chriſt ; and the better any ſoul Ends him, the more it will de- 
fire him jp cleanneſs of hehri, and pureneſe of conſcience, rameer him 
more ſingly . he appeareth, and wherein it hath ſeen and 
tound bim artiſt, (and other times fince) moſt ſavourly. And 8 
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in chee; and Irs know that when 
hipheft caviſhmienrs of ſpirit , ( as Peter © 
| Fark N 2 4 thou haſt nor therein ill 
is 


of all 
find hini more, 5 then al ga, even 1 
ons, (though not without viſione and ana carer 2 714 — 
ven and earth, if it might be had without him 2 thou wile then ſay in 
thy foul, (as David) i bom haue I in beqven hi yet fer comme, oth 


in the earth 215 thee : as feeli 8 8 = 
fools knowledge 
ea their cherom 2 and 
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mould. 
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cauſe 'S: — they 
Father of fpin 


evil ro worſe; As che Peselper t the fe — worſe 
then before, whilſt the gr 215 An — 3 renin ſtan- 
Aling, uncut down, or tou ſuch tradkional 


riſe, ro oppoſe that one hi 4 yas po way of the Lonhokere | it be | 
Ceres bur _ 


dient ſouls are made free » 
have either not known the l ds or are deparced from it t; left 


end loſtzhe power of godlineſs, wt le truth in chonfelyes', "Co 


er parts, and that onely in love, to 
2 | fear of the Lord, thar their blind and 
a fouls might 4 and enlivened to have regard to the honeſt 
pria ple ot Gad in chemſe lves and others, that would rule all men ac- 
n and clear them of their fleſhiy luſts that war a- 
gainſt their ſouls', did they not diſable themſelves thereto by withſtan- 
ding it, and the checks thereof in their own conſciences , 2 — 
ing to the enemy of their fouls to have dominion ever them, whereby 
the working of grace comes to be ſtopt, ſo chat ir may not enter, ſhine, 
finde room orreft in their ſouls, though it be truely tendered , and there 
ſhewerh ir ſelf to diſcover things chax differ, (ai the Sun doch outward 
chings where it is nat letted) but ile the ſtrong man thus armed keeps 
the houſe, he poſſeſſeth are in peace, rhe root, body and image 
ſnl were up in eg raps of fn and Cites where feet en 
wrap up in HinkNg! fin and feltiſhneſs eds on 
not but black ſmoke ig mie darkneſs, and ſ Kitual blindneſs, as a 
body c fin and death , born about, and heavily loading the ſoul and 
conſcienee, that it eannot comprehend the light, bur every tentation (of 
the ſame nature with it) prevails over it, and leads it captive more and 
more into a e ſla very fre luſttul living in fleſhly z for fin No 
not py cofporcal thing, and therefore not corporeally to be deſtroyed, 
ſerdyen about, or contended with, neither have men 5 power of them- 

' ſelves to amend this in themſel ves, more then in othens; and therefore 
cannot bur foremain, until their minds be true ly turned into, and ſure- 
y. kept in che Res ighr, which m_ can diſcover, and ſhew them the 
- fairneſsor foulneſs of their ſouls, and the love of Jeſus Chriſt, therein 
| giving Pon wg A bear rhe croſs. within ( in the powersof the 
/ Toal) and feel the cad 8 inſt each 3 0 Paul ſome- 

times did) and tie innermoſt (of aw of the ſpirit of life ) ſtriv ing 
for deliverance out of 2. and to gain victory over the Law of 
the fieſh, earthly will, and worldly wiſdom that reſts ſeared in the bodi- 


ly wits 3 and-asuhe reafonabJec foul comes ro rake part with, and there- 
tix in the pure Principle of light and ſpiricual leading to have 


by w 
ſome ſight of fe on med ** 3 N 
led at ars in Chtift Jeſirs;, (as his free gift to all obedient fouls ) 
thereby the ſoul betias to Idar 1 Fe and how highly it is 
conterned to keep's conſtant inward watch , labour and ſtrive ( = 
e meaſure 
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ready and quick in keeping che heart, and taking heed that no open door 
nor privy bole, he left to imaginations, wiſdom of words, or eanb]y va- 
nities, that would draw ont the ſoul from the love of God ; ever mind 
ing, that as we have born the ugly image of the earthly, ſo it is tequi- 
fire chat we bear the image of the heavenly ; and as our Lord Jeſus 
breaks dowa this carthly image of falſe love and lik ngs, he ſets up the 
contrary vertues of pure love, meckne:s, patience, andi brotherly kinde- 
neſs, of his own forming, in the poverty of ſuch ſpirits ; and alſo 3 
true zeal. in ſpiritual de votion; with ſoberne ſs and chaſtity in Toul and 
body; and ſo puts doun the old man, with his deeds, rotten deſites, und- 
affections, and there ſets up the new man of a meek and chaſte ſpirit, 
(created in him to good. works, to walk therein). with all his parts and 
members fitly compoſed together for his ſervice and glory; wherein the 
old members, eye, ka heart, affections, imaginatiens, or de ſires, will 
not ſerve the turn; bur all the whole veſſel muſt be new, to hold the 
new wine and heavenly liquor of the bleſſed and endleſs life, and there- 
by be freed from fleſhly uſes, vain thoughts, light looks, unſavory 
words, carnal rea ſonings, and heeding the praiſe or diſpraiſe of men, and 
mens jadgements; but \..rmounting and over topping all lets and impe - 
diments in the way of this perfe& freedom, and lighiſome liberty in the 
Lords ſcrvice, as gyided ang ſtrengthened therein by his holy Spirirgas it 
turns the reaſon into that pure light, and the will into the eternal will, 
which is a great work, and therefore to be well waited in until there be 
no ſin charged or felt as a load on the conſcience, but all freely patdon · 
ed, (as it isdiſcovered to the ſoul) and. clean wiped away, and ſo the 
foul reformed by the ſpiritual light, and bright beams of Jeſus Chriſt, 
(ler into it) as burning deſires, clean affections, holy and wiſe thoughts 
and conſiderations, and therewith abilities ro flec all deadly ſtitrĩn gs 
in this travel af ſoul-from the firſt old Adam to the ſecond, that makes 
all things ney. —— And though men ſhould otherwiſe ceaſe ro nied · 
dle with worldly bufnefs, avoid outward delights and pleaſures, and de- 
-. yore ſelyes to pray, read, ſtudy, learn and confer'yf heavenly mat - 
pers; ſigh weep, or do any other act ouryardly,” or otherwiſe; yet if he 
love himſelf, mind or carefu Ip how providing for the fleſh,” ar od 
man, ar have any other earthly feats; cares; or immoderate deſites; erty 1 
: ; WILL: 
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he worſo;and ior diſabled e if lrefuſſer bis heart 
( Htoinffin/bodily feelin vf ſpiritual Dt oH ſweetne is, or 
1 8 — Awurt 5 hethetehy loſeck · that life he 
cemerh tb ſeck;for; becauſe hot rooted and grounded in love ; bat the 
fleſbly parr gains ground agalh, M che carthly dir and dead nature; 
and chen in rhe la ot fin ſerieg for che time: but yeti if chere be no 
£, ot likiog cheretolfgrit i nor he, but ſin: that ſtitreth an him, 
ich; btaconfentctte nos co? And chus have many been troubled and 
overlaid! for a rime with weight upon cheir weaker paits, that they have 
not Had (fur that time) any clear , or freedom in themſelves, bur 
ſare.ſadly-withour any knowledge of their oyn conditions, 6r abilities to 


moye one ſtep forward, becauſe ſin gut ſo great a hold 8 ing) 
in-their:flcthly parts, that ĩt troublid: tue Reaſon 5 1 3 

nile d, as ta occupie the alfections of the ſoul'; whild the, Spit as 4 

aw with in, was labouring for detiverayce, . until he Lord Jeſus pleaſed 225 . 

to prepare the ſoul, and break into it by his bleſſed preſence, and give ir 
feeling of pure love ; and ſd ſtretch the heart forward ,-to- fathom and 
follow bat is before; for behinde ate all bodily things, thoughts, de- 
fires, fears, and ſuch · like, that hinder che comforr in, and ſpesd of; the 
whole work :; for nothing is to do kept from: tie Iimighter, that i for 
deſbeuction zn mean indeftroying fin, though a right hand or lyv, He 
muſt aN. and gire:place to the divine be of the Spirit in the light, 
whirlæ is b. fote z as the ſpiritual vertues beg n in the Ræaſon of the 
willing foul, and to. be perir ted in love, a: it comes toibe reformed in- 
to the grace of Chrift, to a perfect hitred of che deeds of the. fleſh, and 
all wayeiing mindctineſs, and want of love; for. otherwiſe: he Hinders 
theſwork through-hiz n ww. lfulneſe, and. choice, in the conttary hatare; 
which will cauſqaliiobe: to little purpoſe, rcoubleſom; and heavie, as a 
working in tber fice, Gf not thereby de ſtioyed) becauſe of his'not-feel- 
ing any. grace, or ſpiritual ſavour therein. 


The ways; wiles and devices of the evil one; to dective and devour 
ſouls; are fuchy-2nd ſo di vera; U in theſe later days) chat theigrioraic? 
and unskilful fouls, may ner 6afiy-eſeape; becauſe he takes all advan- 
tages, by-the: cines, remprarions, bodily wits, and faculties of ſuch dark 
ſouls,co lead them into ſelf-lovegand the ft kindes of · luſtful living, 
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lights; and chen {by gd: he Read- 


faſt minding of JESUS 4 . | 0 
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ſpiritual — _ cling af. 2 for 2875 | 
| love that a mn is ke le to Cg, and free t cn harſh ade 
L other mens deeds , pl nakultu done), and. long o — ati» - 
3 2 obne be ben js or . | , meurniag arid eayrtions 
| | | e l Ai in 10% fobtely and 
p foratly © 2 K nt nt 0 on It as if; shore-werer noe cher 
man in che world, and hi rang] moſt weiched and vile; and' reacherh 
him ever to watch Aigenthy left. Hin ger entrance ingo His fol 5 t 
judge or condemn no man hatly, b „ bur ay always. to 5 at — | 
I been ? what aim ? what bgth._ God dane for ne what bave.I-done . 
him and whit för bim ? chere y 40 come ande his o ſtute and ſta- 
tion 3 and gs the Lord giveth; = 5 nenn. in that his own mea». 
ſure of che gift, and never 9 9 Sh more then he hath in faith and 
feeling, or act otherwiſe then he hath receixed grece, and kreps to that; 
(though ir be never ſo little) and moves got out of that ſo teceived, o 
ro do any thing herauſe ansther did or, doth it, for chat cannot be of 
faith, bur will Tun'a man out breath, and become fin ta his ſaul. 
And fnow pr. Terrain, that, he who waiteth weekly, and abdech r 


n * v a 


more, moſt 


enter acticularly into higownſoul, to know ic, and che ſtrengtk the 
of, with its nog or foulnels ; to ſce irs dignity atfirſt , andwrerched- 
» with the labouring ia the ſoul againſt rhe ground of 


love of mans heart to himſelf , from which — inning 8 : 
in him; and until this fallow-ground be plainly-plowed up, and all fich- | 
| be remoy 


ly and worldly loves, hopes, deſires and ed , the ſoul can 
never ſee anc fon} Bopurs ing ſpiritual love of Jeſus Chriſt ,' nor 
enjoy his pt in the ſoul, or diſcern ſpiritual things by rhe light of 


felt therein, becauſe that muſt: teach him to hate his fleſhly life, father 
and mother, (as Clrift ſaid) and take up the croſs quietly, and follow 
Chriſt , ( as before is ſaid ) to the mortifying of his members that are 
cacthly, even oy Hove luſt, and unskilful love of himſelf, and ſee 
the ground of fig broken wichin, and by degrees the boy thereof de - 
ſtrayed, as there ſhall be aloathing and deſpiſing of it in To heatt, and 
of all che beauty, — fairneſs of this preſent world, as a ſtinking 
Carrion; 1 and day to war ſpiritually againſt it, and all 
its enticeme⸗ by as the ſpiritual eye ſhall be opened, for otherwiſe none 
can ſee ir, leſs war againſt its carerpriſcs, 


kings of this 88 in his innocency be ſaw not) in che new and 
evil day that Fob curſed, (being the concupiſcence which the Devil and 
man nude) might periſh, and be no more; 


and feel ſ 8 ing. victory in his thoughts to bring all in- 
— — bees 1 . — him, wherein the 
love of this work is hur aut, andthe day s from on high 

vikecth 5 an as the ſaul becomes quiet and Kill, che light bre 
more and mort unte the perfect day, as he becomes whelly — 


bis fin; and the 'ſivour of it.——<—Bu E thets"is © pag torhis phe! 
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rkroughthe e vil day or night of darkneſs; ( wherein Seng, 
. dove abd deadnefs Wal there is Ng ave 5 


ing-afcex,and tigking: on jeſus Chilt;howpbod ind bfeſſed he is, 
4ofires 70 fert Ris love! and — wichehis ng 1 
ughrGodinabshipta) be did (though ih- pait )- Wem 
the world; arid itæ falſe likencfles „ which fo well'pleaſe thoſe that are 
blind iin ſſütitual rMoge) and dwell quietlyin this darkneſt; (wherein: 
satan comath lxith his likeneſſes a faz under edfour of true light) 
until the-lighriof love. ( by little and liabe) break forth to him (fot 
. it the ſhadow! of death Y and thine-thioughthedarkrieſt and. 
death, B Jorther6errmaly chat would ſem vo forſakerhe love ct the 
world, andalfo-would come vo the love of God, and tis light, to under - 
ſtand him: but through this-darleneſs they will nor eme to know them- 
ſclves what they have been, and are in their finfulneſs againſt God, to 
enter into themſelves, and view all things there, with all wicked ſtir- 
rings and rifings in their hearts of pride, envy, anger, and other evils, 
and to wait deſiring inthe ſtilbſilentde, and ſpiritual watehfulneſs to Je- 
ſus Chriſt » (avhis Saints d ver did) but fo ſoon as ( in their own wills) 
they ſeem to have forfaken the world ontwardly , they preſently 
chin chewſclves holy, and full fic: for ſpiritual under ſtanding, and 
ee — 955 arr ue 2 gen} wee ba ved 

—— ugh the ſpecial gift of rhe haly Choſt 5 for they are ſtirred and- 
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to ledge! as it were! then g ven to cheni , withdur great 
ſtudy before- hand, and a heat of deſire therewirh to preach foith truth 
and righteouſneſs, and wilt run into words thereof as with great for - 
wardneſs and zcal, Cc. And this they hold for the grace of God, and 
 viſitacion of his bleſſed light, before their ſouls paſo through this dark- 
neſs :z—— though th's light of knowledge, and heat of defire, they feel, 
cometh not of the true love of Jeſus Chriſt , but from the Devil, and 
his cransformings; /asbeingionclya famed light: and likeneſvof the true 
light, and. Soniof God ; whereby cunningly he leaderb blind: ſoals into 
a pre ſuming of being chemſel ves r igltedus, and abaſing other, (as the 
Phariſees did) and ſo haveno light of grace to them given by the holy 
SGhoſt: for though che knowledge they have were init ſelf outwardly 
true, yet by the Devil-and mansown wit, is makes one ly a fained light 
of eru⸗ ans but mot tlie light of the true Son, nor approved of b hit 
pute light in their Conſciences; and ſuch men are ſo bind by theſe: 
fa ned yes, and puffed up wirk ſpirĩtual pride, rhat they ſes it not, hor 


ate willing to conſider it; but highten their hearts againſt the truo 
light, ſuppoßing the feeling in their own wills is perſect freedom of ſpi- 
rit; and ſo le clouds without rain, ( toſſcd ;ro and fro) bring forth 
one dev ice errour and hereſieiaſtex another, which are known'by:cheir 
tonttading abeutasurds, ad reviling ; anfiperſceuring 
chem 700d ve Will — ye They do all this — 
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wirhout its knowledge ; neither can the ſoul. tell how to come 
to > thx ſtare again noi know where to find it; for the thought are not 
yer kep * in the light, with a firm longing deſire 10 Jeſus Chriſt, . 
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- Fghrand knowledge oſ him, untill the regſonableſou] receive the klug · 
dome of Cod (as Chriſt ſaid) and chat full Pee and A aki: 
im. And in ortler thereto, ever, to feel and know how Jeſus 
Chriſt opens the inner eye ofthe ſoul, ofhia goodneſs and meer mercy, 
when und as he pleaſeth, by\lighting the reaſon with h s rug inner 
light in the conſciencc to ſee him, and know him by lixtle- and luke, 
as ehe ſoa] may tuffer im; hereby he gently, ſneweth ihę ſoul· that · 
he is aa unchangeable being, of ſaviag fir ngth, faithfalneſs, gcod- 
neſs aud bleſſedneſs ot endleſs life, wh ich ihe obedient foul learneth ro 
ſee (as much more then can be well expreſs'd) as Jeſus plea ſoch to re- 
venallto him bj his holy Spieit, and chat nt blindlys nabædly, or unſa- 
vourtly, as in maus on reaſon (by his outward learning or other bodi - 
ly abilities) bat w.th an-underſtanding enlighencd, comforted and 
ſtrengthened by the giſt of the holy ſt, with a wonderfull inex- 
love, reverence, godly-fear, ſpitituall ſavour, and heavenly 
delight lo as» that the atteficgm; become raviſhed cherewich, and 
keeps · from the minding obearthly thiags: And thus: is Go f pleatci 
to beget his one Jikenefſs. in man, Which beg ering is his don in 
ſleſh even chat gbodne is, ſight, and ſura knowledge ot God in Chriſt, 
- and love unfaintd in him, which is 4 xc forming of be ſoul in faith 
and feeling, and yer may nor be grown ſa-ſally perfect in love, as 
ſome have felt aud uri: of; bat the more clean, clear and ſimple 
the ſdul male in par ting from fleſbly love, the mute quick ſight and 
- graafer love to God it hach had it may be ſv, as though chere were 
2 r. man, tha: believed in, or · loved Ir ſus Chriſty but chat he were 
alone (as Elijalb once thought) yet he would love him, truſt in him 
and follow him, and not part with him for all other things; and then 
2 man valueth allcacchly created things at one rare, as nothing worth 
in luis eſieem, knowing chat both the live and the things themſelves 
Achat wdridly men eſteem and delight in) ſhall petiſh together. 
covxting: noching bur cloſe communlon with Jeſus Chriſt ſpiritu- 
ally; not fleſnly, for he knows not after the fleſh, bat loves and owns 
Jeſus Cheiſt in all men, without teſpect to ourwatd perſons and things, 
and flies froni the vain ſights of worldly delights, that others take plca- 
ſure in; his delight being onely in Jeſus Chriſt, leſt other things ſhoald 
let the freedome of hi heart from him; nt icher doth he val: or heed 
he ſytcatings wf other men, unleſs in the ſame light, love & meekneſs 
of -JeſusThsiſt ; and would rather be ſtill in peage, having nothing 
outwandily; unbeſ it be fpoken-feelingly and afin. as of the love 
of Jeſus wo father him therein And as for ſpeaking: or hearing of 
worldly:ſpeech, ir hath no ſavour in him, much leſs tories, ridings, 
or vai ang li n have no place in his thoyghts, ang therefgre 
not in $i ont ; for as the ingen eye of che ſ 11 PE through 
fairh, by loveimtothe bæholding of Jefis, Chriſt by ian 
tion grice, it 1 thereby ,. ſubtill, end. able ta, 


move 
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mc ve to, and u enk inthe L erde vineyard; in ſuch manner of uéthieg 
by the Holy Gheft, as the greauſt lem ned men en eanh carne ma- 
we, with all the uit and chill, much leſs ſhew it wiih heir tergucs; 


cauſe it is net getie n hy fl dy, ner ae r gh ary mars labent, but by 

te ard ſpecial} giſt ofthe * N. ai d is rot different in qun liiy 
* . pgiſt-in comtei on cf the choſen ſoul:, · but is the 
fame, though it be etherwi ſe felt and ſhadoned cur to the ſou l. 
For as che ſeul groweth in giace, ſo grace growth in the ſoul, and in- 
ereaſeth more and moi e unte the perfe& day, and heave _— dom of 
eſpceiall ſeeing into the ſcerers of the Lord Jelus; ſo that vhen che 


heart awaketh to God, and is knit to ki mʒ ihen ĩt flec peih, nud is loſt 


from the world: And thus the Apeſſ les ſlept to the wailgly love, y„hile 
in true inſf iraticn of the holy Ghoſt, centempla t ir g on Jer Chrif, 
they were awake (though they had other fleeps, ſe met mes, as when 
Chriſt ſa'd, Could you not watth with me axe loure f) having ibeir fouls 
ir. ſpu ed through graec, and the ſeciall eye therein opened, and be- 
holding Jeſus Chriſtin 22 r eee eee 
u ue rel, peace in conlcience, hi teavenly thoughts, with 
fingleneſs and purity ot heart, diſſcking the joyes of this world, and 
onely delighted with f ir uall ſeveur of bright burning love; thir- 
ſting for, and gently feeking the Lords bleſſed prefence ſpiritually, 
Thele are true deſtimonĩes of the inſpiration of the holy Ghoſt, in this 
keeping ann oem go ſou) ; but ſee ing that reforming one- 
ly in fanh, and fleſhly feeling 'is very lo and; perilous ini in- 
nir g (becauſe et the aptneſs then to yield to the temyter and back - 
flide) and reſorming in ſpiriruall feeling and favour ſo high and ſure, 
great diligence is requiſite in watching, 1 - 
ring (as che Lek Ferns moveth) in diſpoſing rhe aifections, and bring- 
ing the heart to eleannefs and — of gracey. nhich is a conftanc 
work, of much travel of foul againſt all wicked ſtirrings andirempra- 
tien; ſor it ſo falls out with ſome, that through negligi nce and yie l- 
ding to tentations, the” enemy enters the ſoul again z\'nad then it 
ſecls not the grace as it did, butit is withdrawn, the ſoul returns 
into the-ftate as before ;- bur then the ſoul is in in indneſs, pain, 
ſorrew and unfavourineſs ;"for it re) ſheth worldly things but cpoſa- 
yourily, and is eneumbered with bodily wit and matters for ibe 
nme; and then itdefirech after the grace of Chi iſt A 
may net find ir for a time > bur mg eee is 


_ cauſe, and alſo 2 — Fa ptove ibe foul , eb w_ 


withour Chriſt  ean- do nothing zend ceme ro him again with auch 


- rn n ppoſerh that 


heareth nor; which is we ae their ſpi- 
be ſeul will n agi to u erldly leve, for that: it can have 
therein; and then after a time Jeſus Chriſt. retu mch in- 


w 


and gromh in him 4 for then the. Lord -Jeſys- is, fure = 
ED 


. 
222 * 
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ro chat ſeal full of grace an Icrutb ; viſſcerk. ic in irs defices, ſighs add 
longjngs, for very. love to his preſence; and. chen as he toucheth it 
ſoftly, an i auanateth it wich de gie ef gladaeſt, it is healed of 1 ona 
and S A then it cryeth ro Jeſus in che ſpirit, wich a glad heart 
and ſweet H. Il voyce, as his love teacheth. - 


— 


This opening of th: ſpirituall eye of the ſoule, is a light dackneſſec, 
and rich poverty, lea ling to purity of ſpiric, quietneſs of conſcicnce, 
inwacd peace. aud ſpiricuallxeft, with high and heavenly thoughts, in 
ſisgleneſs of ſoul, a lighr and feeling of grace in the ſecrets of the 
heatt taſting heaycnly ſavour of inflamed love, with brigꝭit · ſhi- 
ging lighe, of reforming into pure feeling, whereof many hol) men of 
Got have ritten ery er to his reſpe&ive feeling tnercof 
in che gra. e ot the holy Ghoſt, and thoagh they ſeem divers in awieg 
by words (becauſe chen each on? ſpake after his own chen receiving an 
encreaſing in grace) yet nevertheleſs they agreed in all, as in one ſen- 
tener of unchangable verity fort the ſoul ch. t (thirough the Lords 
mercifall viſiting wich his grace) comes td ſee the face of 477 as by th it 
teaching and eſpeciall grace of che holy Ghoſt, is changed and turn d 

from hat it was into another manner of living. for ic is wonde:tally 
dran; 2 into it ſelf, from love and likingsof all earthly things, in- 
ſamu it hath loſt che ſavour of. che bodily life; and all things 
elſe, lave Jeſus Chriſt 3 aad is thereby made clean from all the 
flrk bf Gig, and a inordi actions are wiped of, and waſhed a- 
way in che blood of the Lamb, aud hath nxhing ſtanding co hinder 
lim (between Gal and his ſoul) but onely the bodily eye, which is 
y become bl ind, and the foul in ſpirituall reſt with Jeſus Chriſt , 


th 
ithour feart, cares or deſires of worldly thing · ꝓut fally imp 


ba mployed in a 
free and ſpiritual working,and love therein; whereby irs reſt increaſeth 


ad pom: wane nz ir being truly called reſt,b:cauſe grace hath wholly loo 
. e — on of fl:(hly love, to Ak with eaſe oe 
am ry, joy and delight, as the holy 1 che ſoul and leadeth 
it: And this doch ſilence the ſoul from janglings of all other 
ſpealers; fort is the voyce of Jeſs Chriſt in heavenly vertue, 
- | ſoftly-ſounding in he clean ſoul by his quide and pierci word((þarp- 
ly dividing betten te joyars and marrow, and -difczrning 
| ts and intents of che heart) that ſlayech aſl fleſhly love, and 
| N che ſoul quiet from all the ſtirrings thereof, and ſo is ſilence 
made in heaven for half an hour (as it is dancer chro within in che 
clean ſoul, chat is Jifeed up by grace, from xarchly love to heavenly. 
| converſation; and ſo it is in lilence,thoagh hut for a hort time before 
| it be again aſſaulted by its enemies; yer hath ie: peace in con · 
' ſcience, becauſe chis grace puts ot all, gratings, prickings, ſtirrings 
and ſightiags of 6n, aking ſeſis eee. ſoul. — 0 in a- 
7.3 | 2 grẽee meat 


— 5 * 
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gieernenc of will ard affethotit, Totha 

nor beprovings for faba —for the-Son and cha: foulhæve 

ocher, 2nd are betothe-friends,and. all faults paſt are forgiven, whereby 

rhe foul feelerh aſſuragd e of its ſalvstien (by the (witneſs of che holy 

' Ghoſt in the heart) and thereby receĩveth day by day more and more 
ſpirituall joy and boldneſs to come to the trance of grace, the holy 
Spirit bearing witneſs of its ſonſhip, and the witncſs in the conſci- 

ence adminiſtring ſure confolation, with price and pure accord, love 
and laſting friendſhip between Jeſus Chriſt and rhe ſoul, ſo that the 


* 
- 


— 


which is àn earneſt of true glory here in the body, in the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, with ſo ſtreng and laſting defires of love, that many 
waters cannot quench: And bleſſed is that᷑ foul which: is ever fed in 
feeling of love in Jeſus Chriſts preſence, & is born up by deſire to him 
in his abſence; fox he is wiſe and hath well learned Chriſt, that holdeth 
him ſadly and reverently with pure aſtections, while he is preſent; and 
while he is as abſent, beareth it patiently and eaſily, without bitter 
pains of impure deſires j ans there are diverfities of feelings 
. in the preſence of grace, ſo the re are in the abſence of grace, accamdin 

7 to. the ſouls meeknefſt or growth theicin ; and therefore he that knoweth 


ther mens ſayings ;——]D and he that 3s net diligent and warchfull 
to keep the preſence of grace, is very unkind-to Jeſus Chriſt, tharin 
and for love giveth it; forthe ſoul ſhould be like: her bead in yerwe 


and firmneſs of perfect love. And this take for a maxinicew-rhar he 
reniains alike, all whole, ſtrong, ſtable, nnbroken, ot vi 


ter is more like, or moſt to be feared; for he that is ſo — wry he 
is above all touches of earthly things, dwelleth in Jeſus 


E . and refifull plea ſure, knowing noth ng but pure love, vh ich is God; 
| \ but he is full blind indeed, chax feignerh himſelf to be in grace and fa- 
? your with Jeſus Chrift, without ſpirituall feeling of the hoty Ghoſt, 
and ſetleth himſelf in a ſtayd condition, as if he were ever in feeling & 
: working in ſpiritual} grate, thinking th t a}bis grace that he feeleth 
= without and-within; aud that whar he doerh and ſpeaketh is grace, and 
| chat he is ucchangabletherein,— and alwayes at one ſta and con- 
dition; which emtih good : Such a ſoul is fully blind,” and 
2lroperhe — — of grace in any its workings ;* for they are 
-wrought as aforeſaid, and by a lively inſpiration thereof, with the ſpi- 
_ | Chriſt inthe ſoul; and ſweetneſe of his love, 


' 5 
5 
er the mea ſutt o with a reverend beholding him ſpi- 
wr Ede decerall nd 
* 


„ ee which (in fade 'meaſute) all iobus 
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ning 
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not the abſence of grace, is readily deceived by outward ſounds of o- 


thinketh) muſt needs be either full perfect, of full blind; But che lat- 


foul is then above the world in high and heavenly 9 | 


who perceiveth no changes in feeling of his grace g en him but Gill 


by 
ſwcer and ſoft love, is accepted into a high eſtate of heavenlyplory 7/7 
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ſcirring and rarnbig dhe Hetrr inte à beholding of his goodnef,” and 


weblaß ix ity fofrncſs of fove;@yct wondetethrar hid bfghneſd & thi- 


qu | Ines oripiRtnal gr | 4 F 
tuall , as being old, dry; rotten; barren, and without ſavour in 


it ſelf 3 for the 


ving it greatfreedome, and a readineſs in will and ions co 
obey all the Kirrings of grace du theſoul, and to watch chereto for o- 
penimg; bf rhe ſpirituall eye, whereby it becomes apt tp meditation, 
watching and prayer, but not to pray in the 'commori' manner it did 


ſtilneſs of the voyce, and | 
it ſelf, and in 8 preſence of 


bs Chri 
word'and-ſyl1l 


befexe wich loud voyce, rds, and other mens ſpeakings, but in 

ela 1 of heart & being ebe up into 
| <> 2» wherein every | 
hath a ſavoury ſweet ſound, and delectable melody | 
in the hear̃t by the holy Spirit; as being wholly entered into the fire, 
of love, the'powers of the ſoul being all heated and inflamed wich jove, 


ſo that the ſparks flie up Nerd, whenee the fire came; aid therein is the 
ſoul To comfottably enligheaed, that it knowes not how te leave off 
watching, praying, and praifing God, with ſpirituall 5 and hea- 
yenly 6 , when no matter is ſeen outwardly, nor voyce heard: And 
this fs he food and nouriſhment of the: foul, and of muelr vertue a- 
giifiſt remptations and lings of the dd; for ic beaterh up both ſoul 


and bod) from painful Rea v ineſs of heart; and feeling of the wretched- 


* 


neſs of rhi's earthly life, and che ſoul is chereby kept qufck und lively N 


. 


This was Davids prayer as Incenſe aſcending and 
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ſwett and penſant, in the pure mind, broken and Bur 
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